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*You are invited to stand—please silence your cell phones

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCHGOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Twenty-First Sunday After PentecostThe Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost

October 18, 2026October 18, 2026
10:45 AM  Praise Worship Service with Holy Communion10:45 AM  Praise Worship Service with Holy Communion  

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church warmly welcomes people of any age, race, nationality, sexual orientation, 
life circumstance, and physical or mental capability

h GATHERING g
GATHERING MUSIC	 	 Praise Team	
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS	

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS	

*GATHERING SONG	      "The Way"
Words and Music by Daniel Bashta, Ben Smith and Pat Barrett	; © 2018 Heritage Worship Publishing | Capitol CMG Genesis | 
Housefires Sounds | Vamos Publishing | Go Forth Sounds | Duetti Anthems
Chorus 1
Oh I believe You are
The Way the Truth the Life
I believe You are
The Way the Truth the Life
I believe 

Verse 1
Through every battle
Through every heartbreak
Through every circumstance
I believe that You are my fortress
Oh You are my portion
You are my hiding place
Oh I believe You are

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing 

upon the earth. 
C Amen.
P Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P Compassionate God, 	
C we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our 

own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our 
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt 
your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore 
our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy 
people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

P	 Hear this good news: We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ, in whom 
there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

C Amen.

STEWARDSHIP TEMPLE TALK	
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*GOSPEL READING
P The holy gospel according to Matthew. 	  	     Matthew 22:15-22	 	

		  Pew Bible, Page 900
At conclusion of reading
P	 The gospel of the Lord.  C Praise to you, O Christ
SERMON	  	 G. Swordsma

*GREETING
P	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. C And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P	 Let us pray. Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us 

live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us 
give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen.

h WORD g
FIRST READING
L A reading from Isaiah.		  Isaiah 45:1-7
At conclusion of reading		  Pew Bible, Page 661
L The Word of the Lord.   C Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING
L A reading from Thessalonians.		  Thessalonians 1:1-10
At conclusion of reading		  Pew Bible, Page 1075
L The Word of the Lord.   C Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

Chorus 2
The Way the Truth the Life
I believe You are
The Way the Truth the Life
I believe  
Verse 2
Through every blessing
Through every promise
Through every breath I take

I believe that You are provider
You are protector
You are the One I love
I believe You are
Chorus 2
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*SONG OF DAY	 "10,000 Reasons"
 Words and Music by Jonas Myrin and Matt Redman; 	© 2011 Atlas Mountain Songs | sixsteps Music | Thankyou Music Ltd | 
worshiptogether.com songs

*APOSTLES' CREED
C	 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 	
	 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.	

	 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION	
The Assisting Minister will close each petition with the words, “Hear us, O God”. Worshippers respond with the words, “Your 
mercy is great.”
*PEACE	
P	 The Peace of the Lord be with you always. C  And also with you.
(Please greet one another with a friendly word or gesture of God’s peace.) 

Chorus
Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul
Worship His holy name
Sing like never before O my soul
I’ll worship Your holy name
Verse 1
The sun comes up it’s a new day dawning
It’s time to sing Your song again
Whatever may pass and whatever lies 
before me
Let me be singing when the evening 
comes Chorus

Verse 2
You’re rich in love and You’re slow to 
anger
Your name is great and Your heart is kind
For all Your goodness I will keep on 
singing
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find

Final Chorus
Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul
Worship His holy name
Sing like never before O my soul
I’ll worship Your holy name
Worship Your holy name
Worship Your holy name
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*OFFERING PRAYER
A	 Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 

All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our 
abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and 
always. C Amen.

*LORD'S PRAYER
C	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION/COMMUNION SONGS

"A Mighty Fortress"	 ©Public Domain	 H. Garges, Trombone
"Reformation Song" 
Words and Music by Tim Chester and Bob Kauflin; © Sovereign Grace Praise
Verse 1
Your Word alone is solid ground
The mighty rock on which we build
In every line the truth is found
And every page with glory filled
Verse 2
Through faith alone we come to You
We have no merit we can claim
Sure that Your promises are true
We place our hope in Jesus’ name
Chorus
Gloria gloria glory to God alone
Gloria gloria glory to God alone

Verse 3
In Christ alone we’re justified
His righteousness is all our plea
Your law’s demands are satisfied
His perfect work has set us free
Verse 4
By grace alone we have been saved
All that we are has come from You
Hearts that were once by sin enslaved
Now by Your pow’r have been made new
Chorus

OFFERING SONG	 "Only King Forever"	   Praise Team
By Steven Furtick, Chris Brown, Wade Joye and Mack Brock

OFFERING	
Please sign the “Who’s Who in the Pew” pads and pass along as the offering is received. Please indicate if you are a visitor to 
Good Shepherd.

h MEAL g
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"A Million Saints"	
Words and Music by Phil Wickham, Meredith Andrews, Hank Bentley and Mia Fieldes; © 2018 Curb Songs | Mesmerized Music 
| Be Essential Songs | Every Square Inch | So Essential Tunes | Tempo Music Investments | Phil Wickham Music | Simply Global 
Songs | Sing My Songs

Verse 1
You work in signs and wonders
Your voice is light and thunder
Your glory burns in every star
You flood the earth with beauty
I see You all around me
Oh God how wonderful You are
So I
Chorus
Fall down with a million saints
Lift up my hands and say You're holy holy
Join in with the ancient song
Heaven and earth respond You're holy holy

Verse 2
Your heart for every nation
Reaches through generations
You called each prodigal Your child
You bridged the greatest distance
To grace us with Your presence
And draw the sinner to Your side
And I can't help but
Final Chorus
I fall down with a million saints
Lift up my hands and say You're holy holy
Join in with the ancient song
Heaven and earth respond You're holy holy
Repeat

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P	 May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.
C Amen.

h SENDING g
*BLESSING
P	The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ 

Jesus. The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the 
interceding of the Spirit. The God of grace + bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A	 Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 

abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us 
living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose 
name we pray.   C Amen.
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*SENDING SONG	 "Unstoppable God" 
Chris Brown, Steven Furtick and Wade Joye; 	© 2014 Be Essential Songs | Elevation Worship Publishing	

*DISMISSAL
A 	Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
C	 Thanks be to God.

*SENDING MUSIC		  Praise Team

Verse 1
Heaven thundered
And the world was born
Life begins and ends
In the dust You formed
Faith commanded
And the mountains moved
Fear is losing ground
To our hope in You
Chorus
Unstoppable God
Let Your glory go on and on
Impossible things
In Your name they shall be done
Verse 2
Freedom conquered
All our chains undone
Sin defeated
Jesus has overcome

Mercy triumphed
When the third day dawned
Darkness was denied
When the stone was gone
Chorus 2
Unstoppable God
Let Your glory go on and on
Impossible things
In Your name they shall be done
Bridge
Nothing shall be impossible
Your kingdom reigns unstoppable
We’ll shout Your praise forevermore
Jesus our God unstoppable
Repeat Bridge
To Chorus 2
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WORSHIP WITH US EACH SUNDAY!
8:30 AM Traditional Worship | 10:45 AM Praise Worship 
 Facebook Live Worship at facebook.com/gslcwoodstock

9:45 AM Sunday School and Adult Bible Studies
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 Words and music reprinted under the following licenses:
OneLicense.net #A701921 | CCLLicense #1393631 

Augsburg Fortress License #SAS011614 
Please note: this service may be live streamed.

 STAY CONNECTED AT GOOD SHEPHERD
Would you like to learn more about Good Shepherd? Read our Sheep Buzz Newsletter!  
Sign-up on our website for a newsletter to be delivered to your e-mail inbox every Friday 
around 3 PM.  Want to get a text when a Sheep Buzz is sent?  Text media@gslutheran.
org to be added to the list of recipients.

Sign up to receive 
our weekly  
SHEEP BUZZ 

DONATE 
Scan QR Code  

Use this QR code 
to sign-up to 

receive our weekly 
Sheep Buzz 
Newsletter.

Use this QR 
code to donate to 
Good Shepherd.
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Michelle Provost.............................Office Coordinator
Donna Garges..............................  Media Coordinator
Carrie Escamilla.......................................Bookkeeper
Aaron Frink.................................................  Custodian
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Woodstock, GA
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