Judges 6:11-24 — week 3- July 5th

A reading from Judges

1112 One day the angel of God came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to
Joash the Abiezrite, whose son Gideon was threshing wheat in the winepress, out of sight of the
Midianites. The angel of God appeared to him and said, “God is with you, O mighty warrior!”

13 Gideon replied, “With me, my master? If God is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where
are all the miracle-wonders our parents and grandparents told us about, telling us, ‘Didn’t God
deliver us from Egypt?’ The fact is, God has nothing to do with us—he has turned us over to
Midian.”

14 But God faced him directly: “Go in this strength that is yours. Save Israel from Midian. Haven’t
| just sent you?”

15 Gideon said to him, “Me, my master? How and with what could | ever save Israel? Look at me.
My clan’s the weakest in Manasseh and I’'m the runt of the litter.”

16 God said to him, “I'll be with you. Believe me, you’ll defeat Midian as one man.”

1718 Gideon said, “If you’re serious about this, do me a favor: Give me a sign to back up what
you’re telling me. Don’t leave until | come back and bring you my gift.”

He said, “I'll wait till you get back.”

19 Gideon went and prepared a young goat and a huge amount of unraised bread (he used over
half a bushel of flour!). He put the meat in a basket and the broth in a pot and took them back
under the shade of the oak tree for a sacred meal.

20 The angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and unraised bread, place them on that rock, and
pour the broth on them.” Gideon did it.

2122 The angel of God stretched out the tip of the stick he was holding and touched the meat and
the bread. Fire broke out of the rock and burned up the meat and bread while the angel of God
slipped away out of sight. And Gideon knew it was the angel of God!

Gideon said, “Oh no! Master, God! | have seen the angel of God face-to-face!”
23 But God reassured him, “Easy now. Don’t panic. You won’t die.”

24 Then Gideon built an altar there to God and named it “God’s Peace.” It’s still called that at
Ophrah of Abiezer.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.






