
God Promises A King Isaiah 9:2-7 
2 The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3 You have multiplied exultation; 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4 For the yoke of their burden 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6 For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders, 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7 Great will be his authority, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

The Word of the Lord 

  



The King Will come From Bethlehem  Micah 5:2-5a 
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth, 
 5 and he shall be the one of peace. 
 
  If the Assyrians come into our land 
  and tread upon our soil, 
 we will raise against them seven shepherds 
  and eight rulers. 

The Word of the Lord 

 

 

The Annunciation to Mary Luke 1:26-25, 38 
  26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came 
to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she 
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 



since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38 Then Mary said, 
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 
word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

The Word of the Lord 

 

The Birth of Jesus Luke 2:1-7 
  1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the 
time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place in the guest room. 

The Word of the Lord 

 

 

Jesus Receives His Name Luke 2:21-38 
 
  21 When the eighth day came, it was time to circumcise the child, and he 
was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in 
the womb. 
  22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, 
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is 
written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as 
holy to the Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated 
in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
  25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man 
was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy 



Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple, and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what was customary under 
the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
 29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
  according to your word, 
 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
  31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 32 a light for revelation to the gentiles 
  and for glory to your people Israel.” 
  33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said 
about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This 
child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel and to be a 
sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul, too.” 
  36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years 
after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never 
left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and 
day. 38 At that moment she came and began to praise God and to speak 
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

The Word of the Lord 

 

 

The Magi Follow the Star Matthew 2:1-11 
 
  1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
magi from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have 
come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 
and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by 
the prophet: 
 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 
 for from you shall come a ruler 



  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
  7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 
“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring 
me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard 
the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they 
had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 
with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

The Word of the Lord 

The Mystery of the Incarnation John 1:1-14 
  1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 
has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake 
it. 
  6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet 
the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
  14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

The Word of the Lord 

 


