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 the tree 

bears its 
fruit, the fig 

tree and vine  

give  
their full yield. 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 



Please silence your cell phones 
All hymns are located in the back section of the hymnals, located in the pew racks, unless printed. 
*Denotes stand as you are able 

“Welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you.” 
Romans 15:7 

  

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church warmly welcomes people of any age, race, 
nationality, sexual orientation, life circumstance, and physical or mental capability. 

P Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the work 
of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and 
serve you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C Amen. 

*Prayer of the Day 

*Hymn              “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”                    #693 

*Confession  and Forgiveness 
(Please turn and face the baptismal font) 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.   
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Have mercy on us, O God.  

C We confess that we have sinned against you and against our neighbor. We have built walls 
instead of tables and have turned away the stranger. We have sought glory for ourselves and 
have treasured that which does not satisfy. Help us to love as you love, to welcome those you 
send, and to treasure mercy and justice. Turn us from our ways to your ways, and free us to 
serve those in need. Amen. 

P God, who makes all things new, forgives your sins for ☩ Jesus’ sake and remembers them no 
more. Lift up your heads and your hearts. Yours is the kingdom of God. 

C Amen. 

Prelude “Prayer of Thanksgiving”     Thomas Eisnor 
 -Ted Smith and Don Hustad 

GATHERING 



A When the LORD restored the fortunes of 
Zion, 
  we were like those who dream. 

C Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
 and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
 then it was said among the nations, 
 "The LORD has done great things for 
them." 

A The LORD has done great things for us, 

and we rejoiced. 

C Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 
like the watercourses in the Negeb. 

A May those who sow in tears 
reap with shouts of joy. 

C Those who go out weeping, 
bearing the seed for sowing, 
shall come home with shouts of joy, 
carrying their sheaves.  

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

  
21

Do not fear, O soil; 
 be glad and rejoice, 
 for the LORD has done great things! 
 
22

Do not fear, you animals of the field, 
 for the pastures of the wilderness are green; 
 the tree bears its fruit, 
 the fig tree and vine give their full yield. 
 
23

O children of Zion, be glad 
 and rejoice in the LORD your God; 
 for he has given the early rain for your 
vindication, 
 he has poured down for you abundant rain, 
 the early and the later rain, as before. 
 
24

The threshing floors shall be full of grain, 
 the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 

 
25

I will repay you for the years 
 that the swarming locust has eaten, 
 the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 
 my great army, which I sent against you. 
 
26

You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, 
 and praise the name of the LORD your God, 
 who has dealt wondrously with you. 
 And my people shall never again be put to 
shame. 
 
27

You shall know that I am in the midst of 
Israel, 
 and that I, the LORD, am your God and 
there is no other. 
 And my people shall never again be put to 
shame.  

WORD 

Psalm 126 (Read Responsively) 

First Lesson: Joel 2:21-27      
L A reading from Joel 

L A reading from 1 Timothy 
 
 

1
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made 

for everyone, 
2
for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and 

peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 
3
This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our 

Savior, 
4
who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

5
For 

there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, 
himself human, 

6
who gave himself a ransom for all — this was attested at the right time. 

7
For 

this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of 
the Gentiles in faith and truth.  

 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

Second Lesson: 1 Timothy 2:1-7   



Hymn “Seek Ye First”                         WOV #783 

Sermon “Do Not Worry; Give Thanks”   Pastor Ruth Hamilton 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O  Christ. 

25
"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about 

your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 
26

Look at 
the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 

27
And can any of you by worrying add a single 

hour to your span of life? 
28

And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how 
they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 

29
yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like 

one of these. 
30

But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is 
thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you — you of little faith? 

31
Therefore do not 

worry, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear?' 
32

For it is the 
Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all 
these things. 

33
But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will 

be given to you as well.  

Gospel: Matthew 6:25-33 
 

P The holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 

C Glory to you, O Lord.  



*Prayers of Intercession                      
   (As the Minister closes each petition with the words, “God, in your mercy,” worshipers respond with the words, “hear our prayer.”) 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen. 

Apostles Creed 

Offering 

MEAL 

Offertory   “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”   Thomas Eisnor   

 -Ted Smith and Don Hustad Pam Weinelt 

We encourage you to leave your gifts to the work of the Lord as the Spirit leads you.  For those watching online, you may donate 
through many various ways detailed on our donation page of our website, gslutheran.org. We also encourage you to sign-up for SIMPLY 
GIVING or online giving through the VANCO MOBILE FAITH ENGAGEMENT app for consistent reoccurring gifts. 

A Let us pray. Holy God, the earth is yours and everything in it, yet you have chosen to dwell 
among your creatures.  Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine, and strengthen 
us to be your body for the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

*Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*Offering Prayer 

https://gslutheran.org/


When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 
 

P The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
and each person may respond: 

C Amen. 

*Words of Institution 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

*Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.    Amen. 

*Invitation to Communion  
 

P A feast of love is offered here for you and for all the saints. 

Communion  

 All are invited to come and receive the real presence of Christ in the sacrament. 

 Those who do not wish to take communion are invited to come forward for a blessing.  Please indicate this by crossing your arms 
over your chest. 

 Those who prefer to retain social distancing are invited to come to the altar first, taking as much space as you need. 
 Afterwards, the congregation will follow the directions of the ushers, who will release you from your row toward the center aisle.   
 For those that prefer, a sealed wafer & juice package is available in a basket from the ushers at the front of the communion line. 

Others have the choice of individual glasses and regular  or gluten-free wafers.  
 Return to your seats by the side aisle. Trash receptacles are available there. 



Communion Hymns 
 

“O Living Bread from Heaven”                                  #542 
 
“Praise and Thanksgiving”          #689 

*Prayer after Communion 
A Let us pray. 
 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 

gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

SENDING 

*Blessing 
P God, the beginning and the end, who has written your name in the book of life, ☩ bless and keep 

you in grace and peace from this time forth and forevermore. 

C Amen. 

*Hymn                      “Now Thank We All Our God”          #839 

*Dismissal 
A  Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

Postlude “Toccata on the Doxology”                    Thomas Eisnor 
                                                                                         - Darwin Wolford  

 Words and music reprinted under the following licenses: 
OneLicense.net #A701921 ● CCLI License #1393631 ● Augsburg Fortress 

 License #10594-S ● John Ylvisaker, Box 321, Waverly, Iowa 50677 (319)352-4396 



H 
ark, the Glad Sound!   
Advent Hymns of Hope 
Wednesdays at 7:30 PM 
 
 

Dessert and coffee will be served before each 
service in Fellowship Hall, from 6:45 - 7:30 PM. 

 
Have you ever noticed how many Advent hymns 
encourage us to break out into song?  Similar to the 
more familiar Christmas carols, many Advent hymns 
urge us to rejoice and get ready because Christ is 
coming. 
  
Here’s one example: 
Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, the Savior 
promised long; let ev’ry heart prepare a throne and 
ev’ry voice a song. 
 
And another: 
Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, for angels 
herald its dawning.  Sing out your joy, for soon he is 
born, behold! The Child of our longing. 
 
During Wednesdays in Advent 2021, we will worship 
using the familiar Holden Evening Prayer.  We also 
will talk about the history, themes, and message of 
four Advent hymns.   
 
The first Wednesday in Advent (December 1) we will 

sing and focus on two hymns written by Ambrose of Milan in the fourth century, O Splendor of God’s 
Glory Bright (ELW 559) and Savior of the Nations, Come (ELW 363).  On the second Wednesday 
(December 8), as we sing People Look East (ELW 248), we look for Love, which the hymn promises 
is on the way.  Finally, on December 15, the third Wednesday in Advent, we are reminded that time 
is short, so we are urged to Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying (ELW 436).   
 
Through all these hymns we remember Jesus, who came once as a baby in Bethlehem, who 
continues to come to us today, and who at the end of all time will come again.  We rejoice at this 
good news and live in hope and expectation. 

We are called, gathered and blessed to be a community and instrument of grace for all sheep of the Good Shepherd. 
  
  

WORSHP AT 8:30 AM & 10:45 AM; FOR ONLINE SUNDAY  SERVICES YOUTUBE.COM  
We offer Sunday School at 9:45 a.m. for ages 3 through Adult.   
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