
Before Jesus began his ministry, two important events occurred. First, 
he was baptized in the Jordan River by John the Baptist. In his 

baptism, God claimed Jesus as his own Son and the Holy Spirit came 
up him. Second, Jesus was tempted by the devil in the wilderness. The 
temptations were shortcuts Jesus could take for doing things the easy 
way instead of God’s way. Jesus chose to do things God’s way. Filled 

with the Holy Spirit, Jesus began to teach in the synagogues.  
 

Synagogues were Jewish gathering places for hearing God’s word and 
talking about God’s word and learning from God’s word. Jesus even 
went to his hometown of Nazareth and taught in the synagogue there. 
The people of Nazareth knew Jesus because he grew up there. They 
had also heard he had become a great teacher. They were excited to 

welcome him home and have him read scripture and talk about it and 
teach them in their own synagogue. 

 When Jesus first began 

preaching to the people in 

the synagogue in Nazareth, 

they were excited to hear 

what he had to say. 

 Nazareth was Jesus’ 

hometown, so the people 

thought they would get 

special treatment. 

 The people were also 

Israelites, God’s covenant 

people, so they believed 

God’s promises were just 

for them. 

 Jesus told the people that 

the kingdom of God would 

be fulfilled in him, and that 

God’s kingdom was for 

everyone. 
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Questions to ask your parents 
 

If Jesus brought the fulfillment of the kingdom of God, why is there still so much 
suffering, injustice, and hate in the world today? 
 
What would the world be like if everyone believed God’s love was for them too? 
 
 

 Homework or Missed Class? Read the passages on the left and answer 
the questions below 

 
In your study Bible, turn to the map on page 2109. Find Nazareth on the map. Find the 
Jordan River. The Jordan River is where Jesus was baptized. Find Jerusalem. The 
wilderness where Jesus was tempted was between Jerusalem and the Jordan River. 
About how far did Jesus travel from the wilderness to Nazareth? 
 
 
In the synagogue, what did the scriptures look like? 
 
 
What prophet was the passage that Jesus read from? 
 
 
According to Jesus’ teaching, who was to receive God’s favor? 
 
 
Is God’s love inclusive or exclusive? 
 
 
Why was Jesus willing to risk making people angry? 
 
 
What are God’s promises and who are they for? 

REFLECTION 
 

THINK OF A TIME YOU 
THOUGHT YOU DESERVED 

SOMETHING THAT YOU 

DIDN’T RECEIVE. 


